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ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE FIRST PART, 


IN regard to the various subjects which are considered 
in the eig composition, I recommend to my read- 
Ers a passage from a collection of the most pleasing and 
informing treatises in natural philosophy which I vis 
read, or I believe ever were written; I mean the Che- 
mical Essays by Dr. Watson, the present Bishop of Llan- 
daff; vol. iv. p. 257. It is this; © Sir” Isaac Newton 


„and Dr. Bentley met accidentally in London, and 


on Sir Isaac's inquiring what philosophical Purguits 


« were carrying on at Cambridge, the Doctor replied— 


ndne— for when you go a hunting, Sir Isaac, you kill 


« all the game; you have left us nothing to pursue.“ — 


Not so, said the philosopher, you may start a variety 
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ol game in every bush, if you will but take the trouble 
&* to beat for it.” © And so in truth it is,” (observes 
Bishop Watson) 66 every object in nature affords occa- 
« sion for philosdphiical experiment: al ay add, that 
such a state of society and of literature, as the present, af- 
fords occasion for numerous experiments and observa- 


tions, without any danger of mutual interference. 


In this Poem no imitation whatsoever is intended of 
any former writer, er of any former poem. My inten- 
tions are just and justifiable to reasonable men, who will | 
reflect on what has passed and 1s passing before them. | 
Satitical writings must indeed submit to tlie imputation of 
ill- nature, though I see no necessary connection between 
them. For my own part, I do not feel the spirit which 
dictated the verses of Archilochus; for me, the fountain 
of Helicon may still flow unstained and gentle.* I 
have no private animosity in my nature; but I come forth 
(boldly enough, I will confess, but as I ought to do) in 
behalf of my countiy; her literature, her laws, bet reli- 
gion, and her government. Nor would I publish this 
satirical Poem, but from à full © conviction of it's 
| | tendency 
* Aiuatas EM Tov Age p. | - 
> Anthol, Epig. in Archilochum. 


tendency to promote the public welfare, in it's degree 


and according to it's subject, when it is (if it ever should 


be) studied and considered with impartiality, 


GENERAL OBSERVATION 


THE PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 


THE characters, either of persons or of books, which are 
?ntroduced into any of the parts of this Poem, are const- 
dered and brought forward by the author upon no private 
molive whatsoever, direct or indirect: but Simply and 
Solely, as the conduct of the persons, or the manner of the 
compositions, or the E of the writings, tend to influ- 
ence and affect the learning, the government, the religion, 
the public morality, the public happiness, and the public 


Security of this nation. 


This Poem claims the freedom of an Excursus, but rf the 
Reader Should (at any time) think proper to peruse it once 
attenitvely, without a reference to any of the notes, 20 2s 
imagined, that the order and connection of the Subjects 
would be perceived. The Poem was not written to introduce 
the notes, but the notes were composed to illustrate the poem. 
1} they are taken together, it may be said with truth, 
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Altera poscit opem res, et conjurat amice. 
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PURSUITS OF LITERATURE: 


A SATIRICAL POEM 


IN DIALOGUE. 


THE AUTHOR AND OCTAVIUS. 


THE AU TAROE 


I wao once deem'd my rate of labour run, 


And camps and courts, and crowds,and senates Shun, 


Still to the public raise no venal voice, 


In all the freedom of spontaneous choice, 0 


Through tracts aloft on daring pinions rove, 5 


Where er by duty borne, or led by love. 


* 6 


* First published in 1794. 


1 
Yet not unconscious of this awful age, 

I mark what new conflicting systems rage, 
Systems which laugh to scorn th' avenging rod, 
And hurl defiance to the throne of Gop . 10 
Shake pestilence abroad with madd'ning sweep, 
And grant no pause but everlasting lech!“ (6) 
Blood-guiltiness their crime; with hell they cope; 
No flesh, no spirit now must rest in hope, 

But under foliage dark, and cypress gloom, 15 
The(c)sculptur'd mock'ry marks and seals the tomb. 


New lights on all, but on the Poet, rise, 


Still can he smile, and with no murm'ring sighs 
5 Can 


(4) This alludes to the French decree which abolishes, 5 
law, (1793) a futurity of existence. Impiety and rs 4 | 
are the natural consequences of their principles. 


c) The French have also decreed, that in every church-yard 
trees shall be planted, and the figure of sleep erected pointing to 


the tombs; and this sleep they decree to be eternal. N. B. This 
was the fact, when this Firm Part of the Pursuits of Literature 


was firit published It may be so again, or my be so at this 
moment, 1795. 


8 


8 


638 


Can own well-pleas'd, that now the meanest bard - 


Bavius, (4) or Maro, finds he game regard; 20 


Not as Mæcenas once with partial ray 


llum'd the rising glories of his day, 
Whose orb the Mantuan plains alone would warm, 


Or beam propitious on the Sabine farm. 5 
OQO TANs 


Fond, idle, dull complaint: pray what's your view? 
What charter has a poet to renew ? 26 
Sup Yet 


(4) The name suggests the honourable mention of a poem 
lately published, under the title of The BAvIAD,“ or an 
Imitation of the first Satire of Persius. Que tibi, quæ tali red- 
dam firo carmine dona Though the author professes to be con- 


versant only among the hee}: folds at present, he threatens a de- 


scent upon the nobler and more reluctant animals. If this be a 


first production, the poet must proceed with the consciousness 


of genius: he has the ground- work of all excellence, good sense, 
and a knowledge of just and harmonious expression. He has 
divulged his name imprudently : such compositions require se- 
cresy for their effect; especially if they are published at an early 
period of life, andestill more if the poet commences his 
career with satire. Mr. Pope suffered pure dercrifition to hold 
the hilace of 5ense for a long time before he took his proper 
station. The author of The Baviad has taken some pleasant 
trouble off my hands. The Albums, the Laura- Marias, the Fer- 
ninghams, Antony Pasquins, Mary Robinsons, Piozzis and Bozz1's ; 
the Phillidas, -Hyþsihilas, vatum et plorabile si quid, Unfortu- 
nately there are too many left, (1794. ) 
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Yetah! why write at all > The wortd's so fickle, 
Scarce is there room for Sheridan(e)and Tickell.(f) 


And though in tone sonorous, blithe or grand, 29 


The loud Laur entian (s) trumpet through the land 
Sound Pitt, and Prettyman, and Rose, and Rolle, 
With strength of Stentor, but Mezentian (4) soul ; 
| The 
(e) J am sorry to say of this ext raordinary man, that in the 
realms of wit and humour he is now silent.“ Unus sceprra fotituc, 
eadem aliis sopitu' quiete est.“ Why is it so? Politics are 
transitory; wit is eternal. | 


Y Since this was written,the public ies this very Inge- 
nious man. He was the happiest of any occasional writer in 


nis day; happy alike in the subject and in the execution of it. 


II mention with pleasure Auticihation, the Wreath of Faſhion, 
c. Oc. fc, and I wish to preserve the name and remem- 


brance of such a man as Mr. Tickell. Poets and ingenious 


men, who write on occasional subjects with great ability, are 
too often lost in the most undeserved oblivion. But we 
must recollect, that even such a poem as © The Absalom and 
Achitophel“ of Dryden himself (perhaps his greatest produc- 
tion) was but eccesional, and written for a party. 


() It is hardly neeessary to remind the reader of the poli- 
tical compoxition of the Rolliad and the Probationary Odes 
dy Dr. Eanrence and comſrany,—N B. The Doctor may be con- 
sSuited in private at e Blue and buff lamp, on the subject of 
these state hand-bills. If the political infection is recent, 
the Doctor removes it in a few days. 


(4). I am sorry to perceive too much of the contempror diviim 
in these compositions; and a little of it, as Mr. Burke, the 
friend of Dr. Laurence, says on another occasion, is a great 
deal too much. | 
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33 
The Doctor may for Fox and Portland vouch, 
With sfectacles on nose, (i) but empty pouch. 
Why must you seek this sad Cumæan shore? 35 


Or why to genius give one victim more? 


* 


AUT H OR. 


F orgive me ;—all conspire to waste my time; 
Languor, and care, and solitude, and rhyme 20 
Now while each sage, to fame and science known, 
Or leaves the field of life, or listless grown, 40 
(k) Reviews his trophies with an idle pride, 

Sick of the dunces rising at his side. 
6 If 


(:) Shakespeare says, 77th epectacles on noſe, and frouch ou 
« ide. I am contented simply to admire Doctor Lawrence's 
spectacles, but I have ventured to qualify his euch: though he 
best knows what mines may be sprung in the neighbourhood 
of Bulstrode and Beaconsfield. (1794.)—I know not for whom 


Dr. Lawrence ow will vouch; I am certain I will not vouch 


for the Doctor. (1796.) 


()J allude to such publications as, Prose on geveral Occasions, 
* accompanied by come frieces in verse. By George Colman, ( Senior.) 
I think, however, that it is a provident wisdom in men of great 
PART I.] abilities 
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It Emay write, let Proteus (/) PRIESTLEY tell, 


He writes on all things, but on nothing well ; | 
Who, as the dzmon of the day decrees, 45 


Air, books, or water makes with equal ease. 


: May 


abilities, like Mr. Colman, to collect and publish what they 
wish to deliver to posterity as their own, Posthumous works 
are rarely to be considered in at light. > 


(1). Proteus Priestley. — There is one very material difference 
between this Proteus and his namesake of antiquity. Of the 
latter it is recorded Sine vi non ulla dabit fpracefhta ; now our Pro- 
teus gives freceft ufron fireceft, line ufron line; here a little and 
there a little; and is continually obtruding his oracles upon the 

gon, without any comfuulfion at all, upon every subject which 
can, or which cannot be known. I believe that Dr. Priestley 
would dispute very intelligibly upon the famous Germanic 
question, Urrum Chimera bombinans in vacuo forcit com- 
edere secundas intentiones,” But I shall leave the Doctor to 
the care of Bishop ne 


* As to Dr. Priestley's Xing-Lilling wishes and opinions take a few words: 2 
& IT 1s TO BE REGRETTED, that the situation of things was uch, that THE be 
SENTENCE (of DEATH on Charles the First) could not be passed by the whoLE : 
NATION Or THEIR REPRESENTATIVES, Solemnly ASSEMBLED for that pur- 
pose. Priestley on Government, p. 39. How must this Reverend Deputy 
elect to the National Convention of France have eæulted on the 218t of Jan. 
1793!!! The Deputy, however, had the wisdom of the serpent in not tak- 
i ing his scat, though he could not assume the innocence of the dowe. The 
late Mr. Gibbon well understoed Dr. Priestley*s character and opinions, and 
expressed himself strongly on that subject. No man of discernment can 
=_ see their direct tendency but with reprobation, and sometimes not without 
1 fear or horror! (1794.)— Lord Sheffield has lately published the corres pon- 
[ts | dence between Mr, G. and Dr. P. in the first volume of Mr. Gibbon's Post- 
il hymous Works, 4tc, These letters are not unworthy of attention, (1796.) 
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May not I strive amid this motley throng, 


All pale and pensive as I muse along ? 
OCTAVIU I 1 


Say, would your thought to Homer's pomp aspire, 
Or wake to loftiest rapture Pindar's (m) lyre? 30 
C 2 oo 


(n) Pindar's Jyre. In this verse speak of the great Nleban: but 
there is an obscure person, stiling himself PæTER PIV DAR, of 


whom Jshall say à few words. This man certainly possesses a 


mind by no means uninformed, and a species of humour: but it 
is exhausted by a repetition of the ame manner, and nearly the 


ame ideas, even to disgust, He has the power of rhyming ludi- 


crously and/is sometimes even gifted with poetry; and, finally, 
he is puffed up with a vanity and self-conceited importance, 
almost without a parallel. This obscure man has contrived, by 
these qualifications, to thrust himself upon the public notice, 
and become the scorn of every man of character and of vir- 


tue. Such is the blasphemy, such the impiety, the obscenity, 


the impudence, and the contempt of all decent respect, which 


pervade his numerous pamphlets in verse, that the reader is 


ill repaid by the lively sallies of humour which frequently 
animate this mass of crudities. I form my judgment from his 


_ evorks, and not from acquaintance with the man. Let J hear 


that he breathes a warm constitutional spirit, because, forsooth, 
he has told us, in some trumpery ode, of the necessity of a fing 
= | 5 


41 


Go then, and view, since clos'd his cloister'd day, 


The self- supported melancholy GRAY : (2) 
| Dark 


or a log, or a nail; after he has perpetually reviled,and held up to 
scorn every maſter principle by which government and soci- 
ety are maintained. I will not waſte a verse on such a charac- 
ter; but say honestly and plainly, that though I can often 
smile and sometimes be pleased with the humour and the man- 
ner, yet I think I perceive such a rooted depravity and ma- 
lignity of heart, that from the conſideration of his works, I can 
_ affirm almost unequivocally of this obscure man, in the words 
af the severest writer of antiquity, 

Stupet hic vitio, et fibris increvit opimum 

Pingue, caret culpa, nescit quid perdat, et alto 

Demersus, summa rursum non bullit in unda, 

N. B. This man's works (now published) amount in value 
to above four guineas; but we are informed that a set may be 
had for Two GUINEAS AND A HALF IN 4TO er TWO GUINEAS 
in four volumes Bo. | !—=What an inducement to a purchaser! 
(1794)—Posterity (if it can be supposed that such trash should 
exist) will be astonished, that the present age could look with 
patience on such malignant ribaldry. I am very sorry, that 
Mr. Roscoe in his admirable life of Lorenzo de Medici, and 
The British Critic, (I suppose inadvertently) should give any 
portion of it the slightest approbation. For shame! Non gc 
in fæ dera] (1796.) | 


(v) This character of Mr. Gzav is drawn from the consider- 
ation of his Memoirs and Letters, published by Mr. Masov. 
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Dick was his morn 10 life, and bleak the spring, 


Without one fostering ray from Britain's King: (2) 
Granta's dull abbots cast a side - long glance, 55 
And Levite gownsmen hugg'd their ignorance. 


| 4 With his high spirit strove the master-bard, 
þ. 3 And was his own exceeding great reward ; (o) 
Z Y Years in their hopeless tardy courses pass, 
== I Till, some few grain yet ling'ring in his glass, 60 


He rose late-heeded by patrician care, () 


< Though private friendship help'd him to the chair. 
i . | 
Saw you not Masow stand with down-cast eye, 
While great Augustus pass'd unconscious by? Ah) 
*T ill 
ue . 
an (2) If I have read Mr. Gray's Letters rightly, I believe he 
AS , . | 
9 neither sought nor wished for royal favour. I wish however 
4 that it had been offered to the first poet and the first scholar of 
the age. 
ith 
nat (% I am thy exceeding great reward. - 
nd | Genesis, chap. xu ver. I, 
kd ( |) He was appointed Þ, Senior of Modern History in the Uni- 
hare versity of Cambridge, late in life, by the duke of G AFTo the 
Chancellor, at the particular recommendation (as it was 
strongly believed) of Mr. SroxkAEwER. 
der- (44) The discernment of his Majeſty George the Third in — 
„ poetical merit is acknowledged in the patronage of Dr, Beattie, 


Author of The Minſtrel, and of Mr, Cowper, Aathdr of The 

\Task. Mr. Mason mnst have been overlooked for a particu- 
lar reason. I Shrewdly suspect that Mr Stonehewer(the com- 
mon friend of Mr. Gray and Mr. Mason) could account for it. 


9 89 1 
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109 
Till wrapt in terrors of avenging night, 65 
He starts Macgreggor (q) with dilated might. 


* 


Have you not seen neglected PEN ROSE () bloom, 


Then sink unhonour'd in a village tomb ? 


Content a curate's humble path he trod, 


Now, with the poor in spirit, rests with God. 70 


To worth untitled would your fancy turn ? 
The Muse all friendless wept o'er Mick LE's urn: 


Mick LE, 


() See the Heroic Epiztle to Sir William Chambers, and the 
Heroic Postcrint to the Public, by Malcolm Macgreggor, Esq. 
A friend of mine has assured me that I am wrong in this con- 
jecture, and I must own that the Eistle to Shebbeare, and the 
Dean and the Squire, attributed to the same author, have dimi- 
nished my confidence in its probability. But as I had written 
the lines, they may stand as a tribute of gratitude to a man from 
whose acknowledged poetry I confess myself to have received 
much delight. The strains of Musæus and the Druid minstrels 
have still their charms, and he must have cold feelings who | 
cannot be Moved by the simplicity of E//rida. The Englis | , 
Garden, though with some faults, deserves the thanks of every | ; 
admirer of our national taste. 
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(r) See the Flights of Fancy, Ato. by Thomas Penroſe, Curate of 
Newbury, Berks. The names of the poems alluded to are these, Ile 
Helmets, The Carouzal of Odin, and Madness.— He published these 
himelf, and no more; and I speak of these. No author should. 
be judged for posthumous works, published % friends, except 

he ordered them to be published after his decease. 
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MicxLt, who bade the strong poetic tide 
Roll o'er Britannia's shores in Lusitanian pride.(s) 


AUTHOR, 


Then I must suit the temper of these times, 75 


Degraded now to mere historic rhymes, 


And last be hail'd, in some sagacious page, 

The finest brightest poet of the age, | 
And that with grave solemnity so sad, 79 
Faith, 'tis enough to make poor Har LEY (i) mad. 


No: 


() WirTIAuJurfus Mick TE, a man of genius, and of great 


poetical powers. He translated the Lusiad of Camoens in a free 


paraphrastic manner, but with 0 spirit of an original poet. 
I never could account for the neglect of such a work, 


(7) Hayley, —Piger scribendi ferre laborem, 
Scribendli recte, nam ut multum nil moror. 
The notes which Mr. Hayley, who is a very ingenious man 


and a pleasing scholar, has written on his various poems are 


very amusing, and not unfrequently afford much instruction. 
Had he but learned the ar? of blotting, he might possibly have 
attained considerable eminence, and reserved it; but as he is 
in general too feeble, tedions and insufferably prolix, conse- 
quently, &c. &c. See Horace, who has pronounced an 4rre- 
vocable sentence on all such persons stiling themselves poets, 
however voluminous their works may be. | 
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No : though in vain I may attempt to please, 


Til write with learning what I think with ease. 


What ?—from the Muse, by cryhtogamic( v) stealth, 
Must ] purloin her native Sterling wealth? | 
| In 


(v) See the Botanic Garden, and Loves of the Plants, by Dr. 
Darwin. Iwish men would peruse the treatise de Causis Cor- 
ruſitæ Eloquentiæ, before they attempt by prettinenes, glittering 
words, /oints, conceits, and forced thoughts, to sacrifice pro- 
priety and just imagery to the rage of mere novelty, This 


will always be the case, when writers in prose, or verse (if I 


may be allowed to use Sancho's phrase a little meraphorically) 
& want better bread than is made of wheat.” Such poetry, 
as Dr. Darwin's, marks the decline of simplicity and true 


taste in this country. It is to England, what Seneca's prose 
was to Rome. Abundat dulcibus witirs, Dryden and Pope 


are the standards of excellence, in this species of writing, in 
our language; and when young minds are rightly instituted 


in their works, they may, without much danger, read such 


glittering verses as Dr. Darwin's. They will perceive the 
distortion of the sentiment, and the harlotry of the orna- 


ments. It would also be a happy thing for all naturalists, 


whether poets or writers in prose, if they would in the 
words of a true poet, „ Look through nature up to— 
Nature's Gop!” Dr. Darwin is certainly a man of great 
fancy; but I will not cease to repeat that good writing and 
good froetry require something more, . | 
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In filmy, gawzy, gossamery lines, 8 5 


With /ucid language, and most dark designs, 
In sweet tetrandryan, monogynian Strains 
Pant for a 4ysi/! in botanic pains; 


On the luxurious lap of Flora thrown, 


On beds of yielding vegetable down, 90 


Raise lust in pinks; and with unhallow'd fire 


Bid the soft virgin violet expire? (x) 


Is it for me to creep, or soar, or doze, 
In modish song, or fashionable prose ? 70 
To pen with garreteers obscure and shabby, 95 


Inscriptive nonsense in a fancied Abbey; (⁊) 


: D Or 


(x)I would just hint, that it is a matter of some curiosity ts 
me to conceive, how young ladies are instructed in the terms 
of botany, which are very significant, 


O) Modich Proce,—T allude to the'poising of sentences, their 
triads, and other artificial divisions of modern prose, by which 
the whole simplicity and natural dignity a our English style 
is abandoned and lost. 


(z) Such trash as a pamphlet called Xi h Ae 


Sc. Oc. Sc. in short, the whole mugitus labyrintht, 


TAKE I.] 
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E 
Or some Warkworthian hermit tale endite, 


Such ditties as our gossip spinsters write ? 


Or must 1 tempt some Novel's lulling theme, 
Bid the bright eye o'er Celestina (2) stream; 160 
With fabled knights, and tales of slighted love, 
Such as our Spahish Cato (a) might approve? 


3 


In Travels for the Heart (5) and not the head, 
From post to pillar, and from board to bed, 
Thro? 


6 Put for almost any modern novel. Mrs. Charlotte 
Smith, Mrs. Inchbald, Mrs. Mary Robinson, Mrs. &c. & c. 
though all of them are ingenious ladies, yet they are too fre- 
- quently whining or frisking in novels, till our girls' heads turn 
wild with impossible adventures, and now and then are tain- 
ted with democracy.—Not so the mighty magician of 1hR 
MrsTEeriEs o Uporrno, f bred and nourished by the Flo- 
rentine Muses in their sacred solitary caverns, amid the paler 
Shrines of Gothic superstition, and in all the dreari iness of in- 
chantment : 2 poetess whom Ariosto would with rapture have 


acknowledged, as the 
La nudrita 


| DamigellaTrivulzia aL $AcRo 8PECO. O. F. c. 46. 


(a) The late venerable Earl Camden (once Lord High Chan- 
cellor of England) ig aid to have learned SHaniſi very late in 
life, to read the romances in that language, having exhausted 
those written in English, French and Italian. All the world 
| knows that Cato learned Greek, at sixty years of abe, to read 
the romances in that tongue. | 

(3) All such works as abound in what is 5 called in mo- 
dern Jargon, T, he ſublime instinct of sentiment, 

7 ANNE RADCLIFFE, 
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Thro' climes of various woe the pilgrim lead-105 


Till Charlotte droops, and master-misses bleed. 


ſ 
OGTAVIUS.-:* | 


If these disgust, to serious cares attend, 
And make serene Philosophy your friend. 108 
pen some choice Fragnqut (b) in the genuine taste, 
Each pow'r combin'd of wit and learning waste; 
; 4 17 Smart 


8 


(3) Alluding to the swarm of free thinking and democra- 
tical pamphlets with which the public has been pestered. It is 
hoped that the interference: of the legislature and the constitu- 
tional exertions of private societies have either lessened 

their number, or deprived them of their malignant intentions. 
The time for discrimination seems to be come. Toleration 
is fully granted to all opinions, subject to the controul of 
the e after their publication, in the open courts of 
jaw by the verdict of a jury, in which true liberty consists. 
Good order and just authority are necessary. 


But ue is chiefly to be consulted, who, if I may be allowed 
to use the language a little metaphorically, who, I say, hath 
ats betꝛcen the dead and the living and Stayed the flague® 
EvmunpD Burke; greater and brighter in the decline than 
in the noon day of his life and vigour. It would be an injury 

| | | | 10 
* i. e. By his masterly, vigorous, and formidable exposition (in all 
his late works) of the French principles in all the fullness of their deformity 
and in the terrors of their operation. The spear of Ithurie l discovered 
displayed Satan in his proper shape. g 


(401 


Smart and concise, with deepest meaning fraught ; 
Neat be the types, and the vignettes high-wrought: 
With frontispiece to catch the gazer's eye, 

>reason, the pile, the basis, blasphemy : (4) 
| | Free 


to name the works + whereof all Europe rings; but to his 
countrymen they speak with a force not to be resisted. 


OMNES 
Admonet, et MAGNA testatur voce per umbras, 
DiscirE JUSTITIAM MONITI ET NON TEMNERE DIVOS, 


(4) The basis, blasphemy.—This is the progress of modern 
Republicanism. The dissolution or rejection of a/] religious 
principle prepares the mind for breaking every bond of es · 
tablished government, however just or reasonable, to intro- 
duce into practice some new theory of general good: so very 
general, as to kave nothing to do with the good of the indivi- 
dual. For the nature of this GgNERAL coop consult the Na- 
tional Assembly and Convention of France: © Agri, edificia, 
loca, possessiones (COELUM ET MARE frætermirerunt, cætera 
comfulexi sunt) publice data, ASSIGNATA, vendita Cic. de Leg. | 
Agr, Orat. 3— Mirabeau began with these memorable words: 

Si vous voulez une REVOLUTION, il faut commencer par 
decatholiciser la France. 
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+ On a second consideration (1796) I think it right to name them. 
1. Reflections on the Revolution in France, and on the proceedings in cer- 
tain societies in London relative to that event. (1790.) 2. A Letter to a 
Member of the National Assembly, (179 1.) 3 An Appeal from the New 
to the Old Whigs in consequence of some discussions in Parliament relative 
to the Reflections on the French Revolution (1791.) 4 A Letter on the 
Attack made on him in the H. of L. by the P/ of Bedford and the E. of 
Lauderdale (1796.) 5, Two Letters on the proposals for Peace with the Regi- 
cige Directory of France. (1796.) 


them. 
in cer- 
er to a 
> New 
elative 
on the 


e E. of 
c Regi- 


C 09- 3 


Free from dull order, decency and rule, 115 


With dogmas fresh from the Saus Souci school, 
With definitions vague and terms unknown, 
With seeming candour, but imperious tone, 
Mankind's meek friend, and Nature's gentle priest, 
Laugh at Confucius, and next aim at CHRIS ;(e) 
Then 


(s) One of the most extraordinary \treatises of this kind, 
is a work in French, intitled, Tux Ruins: or a Medita- 
tion on the Revolutions of Emfires iy Mx. Vorntry,Deputy to the 
National Assembly in 1789.“ It is written with some spi- 
rit, and not without eloquence in some parts, and abounds 
with what is zow called Phils;ophy. The intent of this book 
is to attack every principle of religion in the heart, even the 
principles of thereligion now termedzatural,MrVolney wishes 
to convince mankind that every pretence to revelation, in 
every age and in every country, is equally false and Equally 
unfounded; and by a jargon of language, and antiquity, 
and mythology, and philosophy, he labours to confound and 
blend them all in uncertain tradition and ard allusions; 
and all this is attempted to be done, that the world may be 
prepared for the French Revolution, and the principles on 
which it was effected. In this point he seems to act not with- 
out reason, as the principles of this revolution are laid in the 
rejection of all religion, and were so from the beginning of it ; 
though we may be surprised when we are assured, that it is 
* fn age of DEL!VERANCE for à great freofile and OF HOPE FOR 
ALL THE EARTH II“ p. 88. The real ignorance of this man 
on the subject of true religion is as conspicuous as the puny - 
literature which appears to support his strange doctrines and 
toolish opinions. Upon the subject of what he calls the Hli- 

ation 


1 I refer to the pages of the French original, 


* in one word, that all the theological doctrines on 


* and figurative and emblematical stories of the play of 


parts if the world ; but what Mr, Volney would impose for 


tle more French jargon) the monde anime, and the monde na- 


& du Soleil, sous les noms cabalistiguet de Chris-en ou Yes-us 


Read any one of the four Evangelists and give your own an- 
swer. The impudence of Mr. Volney is at least equal to any 


41 


Then bending low, with equal reverence search 


* 


The storied portico, and sainted church, 122 
Till 


ation of religions (for the French must have their new jargon 
of words in every subject) he says; We acknowledge 


© the origin of the world, on the nature of God, on 
„the revelation of his laws, the appearance of his 
“ person, are nothing more than recitals of asrronomical facts, 


bat constellations!! !!” p. 167. I cannot but acknow- 
ledge the superstition and credulity of mankind in many 


the truth, exceeds the bounds of any credulity ever 
yet required. Then he introduces. the systems of idolatry, 
the worship of the stars, the two principles or dualicm (a lit- 


chine, Moses, Zoroaster, Confucius, and Brama: and last 
comes Chri:tianizty, Toe chapter on this subject is the stran- 
gest of all, for he declares that Christianity consists in the allego- 
rical woraſiſ of the Sun, under tlie cabalistical names of Criss en, 01 
Yes-us of Feaus!!!/! © Christianisme ou culte allegorique 


« ou Jes!” And this is a formidable opponent! this is 
one of the guides to whom we are to give up our prejudices / 


other power. he possesses ; for he requires of his reader only 
the surrender of his common sense, and common under- 
standing, and the common principles of any knowledge: yet he er 
demands the admission of all Is allegories and myſtical mean- 
ings, (of which, in the true French ſtile, no doubt is to be enter- 
talned, )and then the world is emanci — and delivered. From 
l what 


eta, 
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try, 
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ran- 
llego- 
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ET 


( 29 ) 
Till, wheedling round with metaphysic art, 
You steal Religion from th*unguarded heart, 
And 


what? from credulity and superstition. Q. E. D. Upon this 
Mr. Volney observes e firtests murmur, I think the laity 
will at leaſt” do as much, at the words of this apostle of non- 
sense, blasphemy, folly, and—the rights of mankind, which 
the French never fail to introduce, when they have laid them 
all pro-trate, civil, moral and mental. This is but a s/ectr 
men of such writers to- whom we are to bow as the deliverers 
of mankind from suferstition, and the directors of our minds 
in the ways of truth. Professing themselves wise they are become 
Fools !—The best men are indeed convinced how inscru- 
table are the works of Providence, and how incomprehensible 
the nature of God, and they lament their own insufficiency. Yet 
they feel themselves bound by the laws of reasoning and of 
the specific evidence in every great question, divine and human, 
They are best prepared to acknowledge the defth and height of 
eternal wisdom and mercy, and the difficulties of attaining to 
this knowledge. They assent to the words of a man of no 
vulgar erudition or mediocrity of talents, when he declares, 
% Quantis suspiriis et gemitibus fiat, ut quantulacunque ex harte 
Hobbit intelligiDe us!” Before Iclose this note, I cannot help re- 
minding, not informing, every reader, that even Tacitus, the fa- 
vourite author of many free-thinkers, (thoughIknow. not why, ) 
has borne testimony to the existence and last sufferings of JIx- 
sus CuxISsr, under the procurator Pontius Pilate, in the reign of 
Tiberius.“ Auctor nominis ejus Caz1sTvus, qui Tiberio impe- 
ritante, per procuratorem Pontium Pilatum, supplicio affectus 
erat.“ Annal. 15. S. 44. Yet we are assured, with an effrontery 
without a parallel, that Cur1sT, or Chris-en is a cabalistical 
name of the Sun, 80 is the name of Cæsar, of Socrates, or of 
| ASH Unt ben i tt . e Flato. 


0 20 


And in the seesaw undulating play 125 


The moral chorus dies i in words away. 


Thence careless saunt'ring in Vacuna's vale, 
Tune to your listless lyre some Crazy Tale; * + BY 


Dash for applause, Por seek a poet's 1 e 


Content with scribling, and ambiguous fame, 1 30 


From laws of metre free, (which idly serve 

To curb strong genius and it's swelling nerve ;) 

In verse halt veil'd raise titillating lust, 

Like girls that deck with flow'rs Priapus' bust. (g) 
G0 


Plato. Are we not agamed of listening to such writers as 
Mr. Volney, who address us in so unworthy a manner? Who 
ever tells a child of five years old in the nursery, that an ap- 
ple is a piece of bread, when the apple and tlie bread are 3e 
fore the child? Vet this is the manner in which Mr. Volney 
would treat the Whole human race, men and women, learned 
and unlearned. The gener character of all these writers may 
be expressed in language at once awful and true: * Non ers 
% qui judicat vere; confidunt in nihilo, ut, eee vVanitates ; ape mi 
& runt laborem, /efererunt iniguitatem. 


0 'f) See my T. ales, &c. and the whole _ of La Fon- 
taine. 


(gz) See ANGELICA Baukran elegant print; but it is 
to be remembered that the subject is purely classical. 
N. B. A friend of mine would init upon my perusing a long 


disquisitioa in quarto, ox THE, WoksRir of PxIArus, (in 
| | : * 8986} 


t 
C 
3 
- 


6 


5 L Go turn to Mapan, and in Gospel truth, 1 35 


And Thelyþthoric (I) lore, instruct our youth: 


E | Some 


Tz 4 1756) with numerous and most disgusting plates. Tt has 
1 not been published, but distributed liherally, f without any 
injunction of secrecy, to the emeriti in speculative Priapism, 
as one would think, As I hope the treatise may be forgotten, 
I shall not name the author, but observe, that all the ordure 
and filth, all the antique pictures, and all the representations 
of the generative organs, in their most odious and degrading 

f protrusion, have been raked together and cahulated (for no 
other idea seems to be in the mind of the author) and ce 
3 say, with a new species of blasphemy. Such are, what T 
(3) | E: would call, the records of the stews and bordellos of Grecian 
Go 5 and Roman antiquity, exhibited for the recreation of anti- 
| quaries, and the obscene revellings of Greek scholars in 
private studies. Surely this is to dwell mentally 
Who : in lust and darkness in the loathsome and polluted 
| chamber at Capreæ.— Es on Landsape may, I hope, 


130 


N =” purify the mind : and as the author is conversant with 
1 Greek writers and is now at a certain time of life, I recommend 
e to him a sentence from an author, who perhaps is not in his 
ny catalogue, though Mr. — would be thought a leger: 
ks I Toi TpoTo n ecru, erer ⁰ỹ,uuαn. 


(4) dee a book intitled Thelyuthora, or The Causes of Finale 
Ruin i in 4 vols. vo. 


5 + i. e By the Dilettant i Society. The solemnity with which hs Di- 
lettanti meet and present their valuable works to the chosen few, and the 
inscription in the blank leaf of each book, are rather Indicrous. The Preſi- 


Out it 18 dent (of the day) is inxested with a Roman Toga in a sort of congular-pomp. 
cal | Before the Vote for printing Mr, s Priapu s passed, I shguld have sgid 
ga long with. Romas sternness, 1 licter, colliga manns. I bis, Roman farce would 
pus, (in (and perhaps may) form the $ubject of a legitimate Satire, 0 796.4 ) 
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6 
Some plain positions lay, as simply thus; 
Marriage (i) consists 1n—actu coins : 


Laymen may have ten wives; poor priests but one: 


Then growl at British laws in surly tone, 140 


That“ loving man must grind with loving wite 


In wold asinarid during life.“ 


OrTnick Ess- like, (i give useful Hints for Health, 
For public good, though not tor private wealth; 
Like 


(i) hy As expr essions, and some that follow, are taken 


verbatim from the book itself; and yet there are persons 
who think that such treatises should be answered seriously. 


N. B. If in this and in a very few other places, T have been 
obliged to introduce expressions rather strong, I beg pardon, 


which will be granted by readers who reflect : for it is im- 
possible to give an effectual exposure of the unwarrantable 
and scandalous licence of some writers without it. The 
follow ing excellent words will explain my meaning: “ The 


& ancient Satirists often used great liberty in their expres- 
. sions; but their freedom no more resembles this licentious- 
C3 ness, than the nakedness of an Indian does that of a com- 
« mon prostitute.“ Huxmz's Hist. of Eng. vol. viii. p. 334. 


(87 STC omnia 9 


(+) Mr. TxicxNness, in bis F. e e s Bath Oris, 
dedicated to the earl of SuEIRURNE, now Marquis of LAxs- 
dow NE, has these words : I myself am now turned of sixty, and 

in general, though 1 11 lived in various climates, and Suffered 

 &. ;overely 


C38) 


Like him, to shun the cold embrace of death, 


a 
Inhale in virgin arms ambrosial breath, © 146 
Go, and the paths of Europe trace with Coxe, () 
- Stretch from the Alpine snow to Norway's rocks, 
t 
: Or turn full-fraught from bleak Siberia” s Shore, 
And leave us just as knowing, as before. 150 
E 2 | Or 
ih, 
W; 
Ake & ceverely in body and mind; yet having always fartaten of the 
% breath of young women whenever they lay in my way, I feel none 
| of those infirmities which so often strike my eyes and ears 
1527 66 in this great city, in men much younger tl than myself. Chap. 
ne v. to which Mr. T. has put his own name, and he is rather a 
pM voluminous author. But, alas! what says a witty Italian: 
I — Bella femina che ride, vuol dir, borsa che hiange. 
been | + Bo bows Kept © nf ho 
ardon, 
125 85 (%) This author is a gentleman of learning, ability and 
he information; but he is too prolix and too voluminous. A 
of OY writer of Travels should tell the public what he has Seen 
: - or heard himself, and not abridge histories of former times, aud 
WM insert them in his book, or croud it with biographical me- 
en moirs of deceased great men. Travels lose their name by this 
P 188085 method of com position, and the public complain with justice 
P. 334. of the noble art of book-making. Mr. Coxe is a writer of 
ne great respectability and a good man; but my fear of his works 
th Guide, passing into an example, has exterted this notice from me. I | 
of LANS* Jook upon it as'a duty to the public; and to the Common» · | 
iy, and wealth of Literature. 8 | 
1 suffered ile 


6 ;everely 


6 
Or bound with BARRING TON in charming spell, 


Of Trish (o) trouts with gizzard stomachs tell; 
| While 


4 


| () This alludes to a very ingenious account transmitted to 
the Royal Society, in the year 1774, of a strange fish called 
the Gillaroo Trout, with the g/zzard-like s1omach, ** The first 
e time, (says the honourable Mr. BaxrinGrToN) I ever hap- 
& pened to hear of this singular fish, was from an Irish Judge, 
& who being on the Connaught Circuit, at Ballynrobe, in the 
“ County of Mayo, expressed his incredulity with regard to 
* their existence; but was oblized to pay the common {ris 
& Wager ofa rumf: of beef, and a dozen. of claret, on three or four 
„being produced the next day from a neighbouring lake.” 
The bonourable and ingenious Mr. B. next proceeds to in- 
form the Royal Society, that these gizzard-atomachs : are often 
served up at table in Ireland, {which account this. 8. 
swallows with as much ease as it ould the trout itself); but 
supposing that some might be inclined to doubt, he adds, 


„ could corroborate this fact, were-it necessary, by the testi many 


«of ox iris eHrehbichep.!) From an Irish Archbishop, by an 
easy transition, Mr, Barrington introduces an Englis Fich- 
mogen, and declares with great solemnity, “ have Shewn 
<-the'stomach to Mr. EVERETT: of Clare Market, a very intelli- 
6 gen. filtmonger, who declares, that though he has cut 2½ thou- 


6 ends of trduts and salmons, he never observed any thing 


« Similar in the inside! See {what are called) Py1LosoPHI- 


AL 7 kdnsactions, 1 774. page 116. Euge, bene, recte. I can- 
not heſß bag ing to Mr, B. on this occasion, | 


Propera tonal enn laxare saginis, 


Et. lan SeTvatum consume 2 mecha rhombun. | 
95 Juv. 8. iv. v. 67. 


The 


( 23 „ 
While o'er the bulk of these transacted deeds 


Prim BLA DEN pants, and damns (½)' em as he reads. 


AUTHOR: 


The reader will observe the rhetorical beauties in this 
short extract. Mr, B. darts from Ireland to England with 
incredible swiftness, even from Ballynrobe to Clare-market; 
then come in long array, incredulous Irish judges, and rumps 
of beef, with dozens of claret, not tempered, I would swear, 
with water from any trout stream. Next appear rish Arch- 
bichops, and 1nTELL1GeNT Englich Fidhmongers, (an epithet, 
by the bye, he denies the Archbishop) and all this waste of 
beautiful language and deep research is expended to convince 


7, 
x] 


| % % 
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775 the R. S. of the existence of gizzard-stomach*d trouts. Yet this 

in R. S. not only rebeives all this nonsensical icthyological far- 

ten rago, but elects it for publication BY THEIR Coux ci. Of Mr. 

8. Barrington's talents and erudition I could speak with plea- 

out sure; but when such a learned man will write, and a Royal 

ds, Philosophical Society will publish such stuff, for the edifica- 

10 tion of Europe, I think it proper to select this (from myriads 

5 of late similar pieces of stuff) for public notice, that men of 
il real F-arning and abilities (as acknowledge Mr. B. to be most 

ewn readily) may be rendered cautious how they commit themselves 

elli- and the socicties to which they belong. The R. S. has been, 

iou- and might again be, of national utility and honour; it has 

ning my best Wishes, and 1 hrs: written this note. 1794.) 

PHI- 5 32 

can- | (7) It is by no means intimated that 8 a bas par- 


don) Sip CHARLES Blagden (the Secretary to the R. S.] is 

given to profane swearing when he is tired on such occa- 

| , 5100s, but such works damn themselves. It cannot be other- 

67. : wise till the Council will exert some discrimination, and refuse 


The to 
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AUTHOR. 


Hear me yet once: (oh might these labours end, 
And I to peace and privacy descend !) 156 
Must l, like CHaTTERTON,(9)that varlet bright, (7) 


Rouse some new ROL EY) from asteeple's height? 


Like 


to shelter themselves under their foolish declaration of not 
answering, as @ body, for the works they publish. Every so- 
ciety must be answerable for its own-sense or nonsense, AS A 
Bopy, unless they choose to inscribe, in large gold letters, 
over their meeting room, © Cokrus sNE PecTorE!” 


70 1 draw my humble information of Chatterton from his 
Jife in the New Biographia Britannica, though I cannot com- 
pliment Dr. Gregory on such a meagre performance. They 
who have time, may read Mr. Tyrrwhit, Mr. Bryant, Dr. 
Milles, Mr. 'Thomas Warton, and all the tribe of major and 
of minor critics (of single and of double hints, as Mr. Sheridan 
would say,) on this infortant subject: but I have read some- 
thing about vie qumma brevis, & c. &c. and confine myself ta 
the general view of this controversy in Mr. Mathias's candid 
and comprebensive Essay. 


(r) © I am the veriest varlet that eber chew'd;*' says Falstaff 
in Henry IV. Part I, Act 2.— Mr. Hoxace WaLeoLE, now 
Lord Orford, did not, however, seem to think it necessary 
that this varlet CuATTERTONJ should cle at all. See the 
Starvation Act, dated at STRAWBERRY HILL, Vide Gregory's 
Life as above, &c.. ,,, _ 3 


1 
Like Hax pwiex E, (I)shelves with gossip volumes 
Of Baby Charles, and Jemmy's5/ave and dog; | clog, 
Of Lorkin's (v) diligence for lords' arrears, 161 \ 


With trumpery notes of long forgotten peers ? - 


Shall I new anecdotes from darkness draw, 
Which e'en the peering Walpole (w) never saw, 
. With 


(5) As to this strange subject, the worst that can be said of 
it is, magno comatu magnas nugas; but they are trifles rather 
pleasant and instructive. J am sure Dr. Milles proved a plea- 
sant subject for that chef-d'ceuvre the 4rcheological | Epictle, 
written by Mr, Mason, | 


(:) See the Miscellaneous State Papers, published in 1773, 
by the late Lord Haxpwicke, in 2 vols. 4to. Letters from 
Baby Charles dear Dad and Gossip, James the First, and his 
dave and dog, Stennie Buckingham, &ec, &c. There are how- 
ever some curious and valuable papers in the collection. 
The noble Editor was a man of learning. 


{v) Mr. LoxEkIN doth use miraculous diligence about your 
© Lordship's arrears.” Srate Pajers, vol. 1. p. 631. N. B. It 
often requires miraculous diligence, even in these days, to get at 
ene arrears.” See Mr. Pitt, and the Lords has the Treasury if 
dee 125 cet & wh pt FY * 1 never ere e 


60 The Hon. Horace Walpole," now Lord Orford, - 


( 28 ) 
With wire wove (x) hot press'd paper's glossy glare 


Blind all the wise, and make the stupid stare, 169 
And with some painting or antique vignette, 
Intrance old BoyDELL's fond subscribing set? | 
Or 


(x) All books of all kinds are now advertised to be printed 
on a wire-wove ſiaer and hot:firessed, with cuts, down to the 
Philosopphical Transactions, (the uniformity of which work is 
destroyed by this folly unworthy of such a society) and Major 
RENNELI's learned Memoir on Hindostan ; as if the intention 
were, that they should be looked at and not read. As to the 
fury for prints and cuts, even Blachstone s Commentaries are now 
(1794) published in numbers by a Six. henny Professor of law, 
adorned with pretty cuts; and I hear that te Sixhenny Professor, 
Mr. Chriſtian, has promised a fine whole length of a Nici Prius, 
and a ich. view of a Chancery suit  pergective, by Bartolozzi, 
who will engrave them img, or lend his name, which is now 
the same thing with some artists, at least the public think so. 
As to these wire weavers or drawers of faſier and hot-frressers, 
must we say to the public, in the indignant words of Apu- 
letus, © Quousque frustra pascetis- {gnigends istos ?” Surely 
this foolery must soon cease. 

I wish every author who prints and publishes Jig own works 
on a wire-wwove paper and Hot hretsedywould imitate the honesty 
of the late Sir William Chambers, 'Knight-of the Polar star 
who says, in a letter to Voltaire, which accompanied his 
2w0nderful book on Oriental Gardening; It contains (says 
the knight) Sesides @ great deal of nongense, | two very fretly 
frrints by Bartolozzi.“ Eurojes Mag. for Se ft, 1793.— While 
this note was printing, I was infarmed that Cox vror 
Lrrrzaroy 


C #9 ) | 
Or must I as a wit with learned air, 169 
Like Doctor Dewlap, ( y) to Tom Payne's (Z) repair; 
Meet Cyril Jackson (a) and mild Cracherode, (5) 
Mid literary gods myself a god: 172 
F There 


LyTTLETON, with Hargrave's notes is advertizing to be pub- 
lished on a wire-wove frafer and lot-hremed. This folly, by 
such a proceeding, must surely sign its own death-warrant. 
I wish, to be sure, some of our Statutes at Large could be 4 
little wire- m awn'and hot-fresced by a Committee of Parliamen-. 
zary Printers and Compositors. 


() Pat for any portly Divine, 2% four la digestion, as - 
Bruyere would say. The reader will supply one to his fancy. 
But he must not imagine, that T mean mere London Divines, 
frequenters of routs, plays, operas, Bond ſtreet, and Kenfing- 
ton Gardens, or chatterers in booksellers shops, as the retre- 
rentatives of the British Clergy, who, as a class of men, are 

in general distinguished for literature and philosophy, and 
for manners ren HN to their nnn | 


(R) Not that A FO TM whom' we all execrate, and 
who is nowWv77/ or 2vithout a head in France, I hope in the late 
Fachion of that country (in 1794)—but one of the best and 
honestest men living, Mr. Thomas Payne Senior, to whom, 
as a bookseller, learning is under considerable obligations, 
I mention this Tyyalo Emeritus with great Satisfaction, | 


(a) The present Dean of. tchachereh, Oxford, exem- 
plary for his diligence and learning e in OUR x University,” as as, 
the Dean loves to talk. | : 

Part I, 


: ES 
There make folks wonder at th extent of genius 
In the Greek Aldus or tlie Dutch Frobenius, © 
And for the edification of their souls, 175 
Quote þleaſaunt sayings from The Sſitie of Foles * 
Hold! cries Tom Payne, that margin let me measure, 
| And rate the separate value of each treasure: 
Eager they gaze Well Sirs, the feat is done; 
« Cracherode's PoetePrincifees (c) have won: 180 


In silent exultation down he sits, 
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Mong Walde Chaucer'd Winkyn Wordian wits, | 
Or shall I thence by mock-appointment stop, 
And joke with Bryant at his Elmsly's shop: 


- _ 


And | 


p — od; tb 0 ! 2 
8 14 Sad F 17 


(3 The intend a Gs M. A. Stu- 

dent of Christ Church Oxford, and one of the Trustees of 

the British Museum. A rich, learned, and most amiable man 
(to use the words of the son of Sirach) furnished with ability, 
living peaceably in his habitation. His library is allowed to be 
the choicest in ld Greek and Latin authors, of any private 
colleation 3 in- ns country. 

2 The "Re, ion.” by H. "a ann of the princi load 
Greek poets. All literary men, from the little Reverend B:4- 
licholih Dr. Gosset, well known at sales, to the humblest col- 
lecton, understand this na of ' margit-meavuring, and the 


profit of „ A 


81 


And hear it whisper'd, while I'm wondrous pliant, 
'Twas Doc rox Deꝛvlaſi spoke to Mister BR AN r. (d) 


How just was he, who in this sapient age, 


When learning's varied cares the mind engage, 


Stood up self- taught, and in mankind's defence 


Pray'd for Professors of plain common sense. 190 | 
| But say, what think you of the tragic Stage? 
At - AU T:H:Q R. F385 / whe 3.5 777 > 
d | | | 
No—you'll excuse me there, I know this age. 
u- WI hat? from the French (e) Aristotelian school, 
of oj 
an Must 1 plan Tragedies by line and rule; - LE | 
10 ail .d. e 
be | 1 | 
ate BUB A 0 i 2 
4 + 143 £70403 2t 14 I. 74 7 1 7 8 1 
(4) When I name Mr, WERE; it is a sufficient eulogy. | 
8 But + See more in the er Part of this poem. 
B76. a 2109 13958 212 11 3112 £21 : 2 
iolE) There are some Jeep: eite 0 read Aristotle in | 
6g | rench, and quote, him. in Greek.—1 know not what to 
2580 say now ; the F rench have proscribed Corneille, Racine, dc. 


( 32 ) 
To the high Gods address my ſirst appeal, ' 195 
Then bid the press my hidden worth reveal, 
While round my temples many a tendril plays 
Of owlish ivy with the Meævian bays; 
And close in mournful pomp the tragic rear, 199 


Though Jephson (c) scarce can gain the public ear. 
drr 


Still 0 are works which lead to sure renown, 
In the lay habit or the sacred gown; | 
Will stamp your credit at an easy price, | 
Learn'd and ingentous, (d) or a Vir Clariss : 

5 | | | Take 
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1 nf (c) Jeſilion: Author of Braganza, The Count of . 
1 1 N 1 N by 

=. & c. My wish is, 7 
_ Wa Grande munus 2 

140 0% "8 
BR Cecropio REPETAT cothurno,—But no more dull "= 

„ Roman Portraits in 4to. Eh 
Ri (4) Any person who communicates even a single note to the 
13 modern editors of Shakspeare, is stiled the learned and ingenious 

$13 (il 1 „ © "A . . . o 

| f | Mr. two stars *; the title of Vir Clarisimus is appropriated 


to the commentators on the Greek 0 Roman classics, and 
often with the $ame propriety. 
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1 akeMarkham'sArmoric(e), John Taylor'sSculler 17 
Or Sir Giles Goosecap, ( 8) or n Fuller; 
With 


(e) The names of some few books of that vast system of 
coglionerie, or Gorgeous Gallery of Gallant Inventions, which is 
called forth to illustrate our old dramatic writers. It is high 
time that „e reader of sense should see what may be called 
in the old language, THE UNTRUSSING OF THESE HUMO- 
«© RoUS CRITICS,” namely, the Commentators on Shak- 
speare, from George Steevens, Esq. downwards. The first 
chapter of Markham's Booke of Armorie is intitled, “ The differ- 
© ence between Charles and Gentleman; and it ends thus: 
« From the offspring of Gentlemanly Zafhet came Abraham, 
« Moses, Aaron and the Prophets, Sc. &c.; also the King 
d of the right line of Mary, of whom that only absolute Gen- 
% zleman Jesus was born, gentleman by his mother Mary 
„% Princesse of coat-armour, &c,” —Reader, Mr. Steevens and 
&« Pr. Farmer will tell you all this is 50, and QUOTET too, 
Hen, V. vol. ix. p. 441, edit. 1793; mo you may begin 
with a staring doubt. 
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(%) John Taylor dedicates his Sculler * To the whole 
% Kennel of Antichrist's Hounds, Priests, Friars, Monks, and 
4% Jesuits, Mastiffs, Mongrels, Islands, and EATS 965 2 


lull | 
“ Bobtail'd Tykes, Kc. &c. &c. | | 
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(z) Old plays :ntitled, Sir Giles Goosecap, Banks's Bay. | 
Horse in a trance, Pierce Pennyless's “ Suplication to the | 
Devil, Webster's White Devil, The Merry Devil of Edmonton, 

. Ke. &c.; in Short, toute la diablerie dramatique.” 
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With Upton, Fabell, Dodypoll. the nice, 
Of Gibbe our cat, (white Devils or (44)old Vice; 
| Then 


5) Of Gibbe our Cat. — Falstaff says, I am as mefanc holy 
„% as a GrRBE-CAT.“ H. IV. p. 1. a. 1. sc. 2. On this the 
Commentators are right pleasant. Dr. Johnson begins, 
& A Gibbe cat means, I #now not why, an old cat.“ Dr. Percy 
informs us next, that a Gi4-cat in Northamptonshire, 
means a He-cat, which in some parts of England is called a 
ram-Cat, and in Shropshire a ti cat. Then follow other 
wise Critics, and last of all appears Mr. Thomas Warton, 
who brings a train of authorities on this important question, 
shewing ow Gib is short for Gilbert, and 776 for Ti- 
bert; how Jack is appropriated to a horse, and Tom to a 
pigeon : tow Chaucer, in his Romaunt de la Rose, mentions 
Gibbe our Cat, to which Tib was sy nonimous, as it is at this 
day; how we read in Gammar Gurton's Needle (which is a right 
pleasant, witty and merry comedy, written by Mr. 8. Master 
of Arts) viz. Hath no man stolen her ducks, or gelded 
GisBE her cat?“ Upon which Mr. Warton very gravely ob- 


serves, & the compbsure of a cat is almost characteris:ic, and 


I know not, (bee Dr. Johnson's wor ds above) whether there is 
not a Ssufrerior ' colemnity in the gravity of i Hz-Car.” Mr. 
Steevens says, A Gib cat is a cat qualified for the teraglio, 
«« for all. animals 50 mutilated become drowsy or melancho- 
4. 5½ Mr. Warton and Mr. Steevens ha ve left it a matter 
of doubt whether thei wer ont drowsiness and gravity and that of 
their Bere conimentators was in consequence of &c. Ec. &c, 
(See Abul-Pharagi $ great Babylonish chapter, 15 De Semira- 
6 mide, Sap ientibus ejus & Eunuchis, &c.' 5 To | be sure t they | 
do inf athize with Gammar Gurton, and her poor unfortu- 
nate Eibbe-c cat. For my own part, 'I neither ca , nor r (if k 
could) would T decide this” momentous quedtion ; 3 and will 


only add, (without bein! 8 in the least 'milancholy ly or eo my- 
55 self) 


6 
Then lead your readers many a precious dance, 
Cap'ring with Banks's Bay Horse in a Trance: 210 
T he Housewife's Jewel read with care exact, 
Wit from old Books of Cookery (i) extract: 
Thoughts 


zelf) in the words of an author who imparted a manly vigour 
to the Roman muse, Profiria que maribus tribuuntur, marcu- 
ia dicas.“ 


(44) OLD Vice was a personage very frequent in our 
ancient comedies. I beg leave to present my reader with a 
fart, (and a very hort part) of Mr. Upton's account of him. 
„Old Vice was a droll character in our old plays, accou- 
i tered with a long coat, a cap, A pair of asses ears, and a 
. dagger of lath, This buffoon character was used to make fun 
&« with the devil, and he had several trite expr ess ions, as,“ IU 
be with you in a trice—ah- hah, boy, are you there? &.“ 

* and 575 

** old enemy so belaboured i in effigy. Vice seems to be an ab- 
95 breviation of Fice- devil, as Vice: rey, Fice-doge, &c. and 
„ THEREFORE called very froferly. Tas. Vice, He makes very 
” free with his master, like most other 7 7ce-7.0ys or Prime-mi- 
uy nisters, 80 THAT he. is. the devil's Vice or Prime: minister. 
« And, {adds Mr. Upton) this it is which makes him go squcy.” 
Extract from Mr. Uptan's note on Rich. III. act. iii. 1 
N. B. 1 make no doubt but the reader will observe the beau- 
| tiful compliment to monarchy and aristocracy most. logically 
deduced. This personage has been much patronized of late 
in France, where every species of Vice, old or new, is exer- 


cised and used without any abbreviation, to speak with Mr, 
Upton, 


8 great, enter tainment to the audience to see their 
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4 
Thoughts to stewed prunes and kissing comfitss uit, 


Or the potato, () vigour stirring root: 214 
And 


(i) Books of Cookery, —T am afraid that these extracts will 


prove what Decker, in his Gul's Hornbook, calls, . The sinful 


« Suburbs of Cookery.” Mr, Collins, (in his Por Arok- note, 
at the end of Troilus and Cressida) extracts without a blush, 


| from the Good Honsewife's Fewel, a receipt with all the ingre- 


dients AT FULL LENGTH, © To make a tart thut is a COURAGE 
% 70 @ man or woman,” And this is but a specimen. 


Non more probo; cum carmina lumbum 
Intrant, et tremulo gcalſiuntur ubi intima versu. 


(X) The commentators on Shakespeare are peculiarly, and 
even zealously, studious in minutely explaining and declaring 


all the various modes and receipts which the age of the Virgin 


Queen afforded or recommended for the service of the Queen 
of Love and soft desire. Whole pages are absolutely led 
with venereal provocatives, with the power of Kissing comſits, 
Stexved hrunes, the virtues of potatoes, eringo· root, & c. & c. Must 


these comments be stiled tlie “ Pauca suo Gallo gue vel legat 
zhaa Lycoris ?“ I sometimes doubt what book I have in my 
hand. These fair editors give all they can, nor let us dream the 


rest. 


After a very long note on cewed firunes, bx Mr. Steevens, “ 
vol. v. p. 375, edit. 1778, and vol. viii. p. 529, Edit. 1793, 
oY „ (which 


* Mr. Steevens in his advertisement to the edition of Shakspeare in 
778, seems to have had his scruples on the subject of these pious prunes, 
and virtuous bulbs; © Such, (says he) as would be acquainted with re 
«& propriety of Falstaff's allusion to reed prunes should net be disgusted at 
© a multitude of instances, & e. & c. c.. N. B. Some folks are very sa- 
g cious, and cry out rst; . it wont do. 
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And then returning from that antique waste, 


Be hail'd by Parr, (/) TH EGUIDE OF PUBLIC TASTE! 


ö‚oð 


* (which see,) The Reverend Doctor Farmer adds, very 
&© properly, that Mr. Steevens has 30 fully discussed the subject 
&« of atewed frrunes, that one can add nothing but me rice; “- 
(Right: Foc defuit unum FA RIC IO : Juv. S. 4.) and therefore, 
adds the Reverend Docrox, in a piece called Banks's Bay 
Horse in a Trance, 1595, © we have a stock of wenches tet 
up with their 57etved prunes, NINE for a tester. At other 
times these subjects are explained in the learned languages, 
(for the use of scholars) as in vol. iv. p. 211, edit. 1778, and in 
vol. iv. p. 80, edit. 1793, by Mr. Steevens. « Urtice mari- 
% næ omnes fruritum quendam movent, et acrimonia sua 
„ VgNEREM Sohettam et extinctam eæcitant. Johnston. Hist. 
Nat. de Exang. Aq. p. 56. I protest I sometimes think these 
re verend or ir- reverend commentators are about to change 
sexes, or have done so, and set up for (what Milton in his 
Apology for Smectymnus calls) © Old Prelatesses with all 
their young Corinthian Laity.“ I wonder we have never 
yet had The Beauties of Mr. Steevens, of The Reverend Doctor 
Farmer, of Mr. Collins, (the potatoe-critic,) &c. & e. as a con- 
venient manual for young or old men, who would be young. 
Mr, Collins has given the public four pages in BVvo. small 
print, on the astonishing virtues, of rorArorxs, (a temhest of 
hrovocation) printed by themselves at the end of Troilus and 
Cressida, This uieful note would have been placed with bet- 


ter grace at the end of . Love's Labour Lost. It is indeed 


matter of great and offensive scandal to obtrude such refuse and 
filth upon Tas nation, and upon ALL the countries in the 
Faſt arid West who. read Shakspeare' s works. It is highly 
injurious .to. make Shakspeare the vehicle of so much 
ob5cene: tracy. kad: together from. old play 4 old cookery 


+ Fabricius, i. e. George Steevens Exquire / | 
Paxr I, 8 bouks 
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( 33 ) 


AUTHOR 


What — must I enter the dramatic course; 
Burst through the countless squadrons foot and horse? 
PEI All 


books and trumpery novels. But, T am told, the poet must 
be illustrated. In these particulars, Mr. Steevens, Dr. Farmer, 
Mr. Collins, and Mr. I know not whom) may as well iA 
trate the latter part of the fourth book of Lucretius. The 
corruptibns of our nature are the most mortifying comment; 
they need neither incitement nor iHustration. A man of sense, 
if not of morality, in remarking on all such passages, would 
content himself with saying, This or that passage contains 
an indecent allusion not uncommon in the novels or plays of 
the time;” or at least would content himself with la single 
Astance to she it. Whatever is more than this cometh from 
a source which is not good. At present there really should | 
be an expurgatory index to THE BEST edition, (and it is the best) 
of Shakspeare, before it is put into the hands of ladies and 
the younger part of the readers of Shakspeare. FI believe 
there is not one reflecting scholar im this Teartied kingdom, 
who will. not join in this and in the following criticisms on 
the present subject, whether the criticisms are severe, Jocular, 
or indignant. — 


Carminaque Aonidum, JUST 4 MQUE firobaverat 1AM! 


(1) The Reverend Dr. Parr, in his dedication of Tracts 

« of Warburton and a Warburtonian, &c.” (reprinted in 
1789) note 8, p. 150, has most kindly pointed out to sueh 
undiscerning Pertom as myself, that on „Malene, Reed, Farmer, 
- | hs and 
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All that for Massinger and Beaumont fight, 
But leave their authors in a wretched plight ; 220 
G 2 From 


& and Tyrwhitt, have come forward as Tus GuiDis or THE 
„ PusLic TasTE.” To be sure he has added, Mr. Steevens, 
% the ο%—j? Wartons, BURKE, and in his critical capacity, Dr. 
% JouxNSGON. But even in this latter part I must remark a 
strange coalition. Wich the names of Burke and Joluson who 
cap place a third modern in the same rank? Of Mr. Stce- 
vens's classical erudition and ingenuity. much might be said; 
yet all he has actuowledged as bis own writing, consists of notes 
on Shakespeare. Every one must . regret that the History of 


' Englich Poetry was left unfinished by its lamented and learned 


author; and as to nis brother Joseph's pleasant Common-Place 
Book on Pope,+ it was always amusing to me. But when the 
title of Guides of the Public Tate is given to Malone, Reed, 
Farmer and Zyrwhitt, who are note-makers alone by profes- 
sion, I find myself constrained to look into my English Dic- 
tionary * the ent of the words guide and taste. J 


z 


I have sejected this passage from the splendid dedication of 
these Warburtonian Tracts, in which a man, in the vigour 
of his faculties and strength, has not thought it unbecoming 
his character to attack, like a puny u hipster, the established 
dignity of departed excellence; and with unbridled licence of 
language has endeavoured to invade the retreat and the repose 

of a most learned and venerable prelate, f now iu full age and 
loary haliness, I speak with feeling of such a conduct, and I 
speak with the feelings of a man ; for what is a mere scholar 
* a unter of Greek, when he forgets the man? I trust Dr. 

HY | ; | Parr 

4 22 Marton is now (1796. ) abaut to publich a a new Edition of Pope's 
Works in 8v0. I think it would be adviseable to print a new Edition of them 
| at the tame time IN QUARTO, as it is very much wanted, to complete the 


. quarto editions of classical authors. 


; Dr, HuzD, Bishop of Worcester, 
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From CAPELL steal, yet never own the theft, 


And then desert (vi) him of his store bereft. 


Oh injur'd Patron of our noblest bard ! 


CAPELL, (i) receive this tribute of regard, 
And 
Parr has severely felt the unmeaning vanity and silly cruelty 


of calling forth again to public notice tracts, which their 
thors long wished to give up to oblivion. Leland, and 


great and truly liberal Jortin, might have been as ably 


fended at another time, and in another place. I canno 
Tepaid for such indecent conduct by the amusement 
ceive, (to use Dr. Parr's own words) © fro 

% and lucid intervals between the paroxysms of (Dr. Parr's) 


6. folemic phrenzy ; from all the laughable and all the Ioathsome 
« Singularities which float uon the surface of his, (Dr. Parr's) 


& diction ; nor can I hang with fondness and admiration over the 
* crowded yet clear and luminous galaxies of imagery diffused 
& through (Dr. Parr's) works, p. 151.“ &c. & c. But if I should 
quote any more of such words, the reader would take the 
Doctor's k for English, and his English for Greek, and 
be apt to cry out with honest old Doyley, in the farce of 
IVle's the Dupe ? (Which I am not, but the Doctor may know 


who is) I'll be cursed if this is English.“ Indeed I have 


no more time or place to allot in this firs: fart of my poem 
to Dr. Parr.—I refer my reader to the Third Part, in which 
the Doctor makes a more ee 2 e wa 4 


(in) There are men nou in great vogue who will feel the 
force of these two lines, r 


(2) Mr. Car EIL, the Editor, I call him e Patront of 
SHAKSPEARE,—This gentleman was of a Singular turn of 


: mind, 
+ The 5 IIpoorarrvan. 
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( 41 ) 
And may this feeble verse to life and light 225 


Call forth thy name, and vindicate thy right. 


Must I for SHAKsPEARE no compassion feel, 


Almost eat-up by COMMENTATING (o) zeal? 


On 


mind, perhaps a little too minute, but of a curiosity unboun. 


ded and insatiable. They who are acquainted with his cri- 


tical writings on Shakspeare, and his accurate researches into 


this species of antiquity, and who have considered and esti- 
mated his edition of the Poet, will not scruple with me to 
pronounce him The Father of all legitimate Commentary on Sh 

3care. To this gentleman's intimacy, and to the knowledge 
of his most learned investigations, were admitted mencœα hom 
J forbear to name. But mark the consequence. His edition 


vas condemned, or I should rather u, damned by those 


who, in the prone: s OWN words, 


% To his unguarded nest, like weasel critics, 
Came sneaking, and so suck'd his princely eggs.“ 


And when the School. of SHAKSPEARE in 3 vols. 4to was 
published. (alas ! after his death) we were told forsooth, that 
we had nothing to learn on the subject. Indeed. I am 
pleased, however, to see that Mr. Capell's Preface is admitted 
into the new edition of Shakspeare, in F IFTEEN volumes, It 
will not be too much to hope for an edition in Fifty volumes 
quarto, printed on a wire-wove fafeer, and hot-firesed, 


(s) I hope the reader will not be displeased with a short 


observation on this subject,—SHAKSPEARE was born in the 
year 1 504, and died on the 23d of Oy in 15 wy on his birth- 
; | n 


646 


On Avon's banks I heard AcTaon (4) mourn, 
By fell Black Letter Dogs in pieces tornz 230 
Dogs 


day. It was not until full even years after his death that his 
plays were fret collected atid published together in folio, in 
the year 1623, by two of his principal friends in the compa- 
ny of comedians, Hemminge and Condell, They likewise cor- 
rected a second edition in 1632. It may seem strange to us, 
but it is true, that 20 other edition of his works was attempted 
till ejghty-rwo years after that time, when in the year 1714 a 
- third edition was published by Mr, Rowe with very few, if 
any, corrections, Pope, Theobald, Hanmer, Warburton, 
Capell, Johnson, Steevens, and Malone, have since that 
time given new editions: on their several merits this is not 
the place to speak. Mr. Steevens, i in the year 1766, pub- 
lished a particular edition in four volumes i in 8vo, of all the 
plays which were printed in 4to, in Shakspeare's life-time or 
before the Restoration. It is printed verbatim, from the old 
copies, and is a most curious and valuable edition. Mr. Stee- 
vens asserts unequivocally, that “ 0 frog can be given that 
«© the poet auſteriutended the ſiuùlication of any one of these himself. 
Pref. vol. i. p. 14. If this be true, as I believe, what can 
any editor arrogate to himself concerning the genuine text of 
this great poet ? ; I am not speaking of conjectural criticism, 
and of an accurate revision of the punctuation, which is of 
real consequence, but of the actual words themselves as 
written by Shakspeare. The original players, Hemminge 
and Condell, were in possession of the only MSS. which 


+ When this note was written (in 1794) Mr, Ireland had not discovered 
the Shakspeare manzscrip?s, many of which he has since published by sub p- 
tion. I believe Mr. Malone's Enquiry; (in 1796)as well as common sense, has 
taught us what to think of 7he originality of the Plays and MSS. given to 
Mr. Ireland or his Son This Subject is considered in the Second Part 
of © The Pursuits of Literature. 


686 
Dogs that from Gothie kennels eager start, 
All well broke: in by Coney catching (q) Art: 
15 Hark, 


were extant at the: very time when the plays were first acted; 


and it is probable that the Hlay-louse manuscriht copy was the 


only one to which they could refer, and no MSS. whatsoever 
existed after that time. Shakspeare appears wholly to have 


neglected or de: pised reputation in gueceeding ages. It is for 


this age to amuse itself with schools and a and with- 
out . in my opinion. 


(%] Videre CANES; primusque Melampus, 
 Pamphagus et Dorceus, velox cum fratre Iycisca, 
Tchnobatesque sagax, et villis Asbolig atris, 
Nebraſilionosque valens, et trux cum Lælape 7 Heron, | 
L. abros et Agriodes, et acutæ vocis Hylactor, 
Quosque referre mora est; ea turba CUPIDINE eh | 
Qua via difficilis, guaque et via nulla; sequuntur. 
Heu famulos fugit Irse suos: clamare libebat, : 
2 Ego cum ; Douixux cognosęite VESTRUM ; 
Hellet abesse quidem—sed ADEST» Ovid. Metam. lib. iin. 


N. B. It is conceived that this canine erin; 'of the 


- Commentators on Shakspeare, will be received ina pleasant 


point of view without offence; for I must speak it to the credit 
of our English Slack: letter dogs, that upon the whole there is 
more harmony among them, (a few cages excepted) than among 


the dogs that worried Greek and Roman authors in former 


times. I surely may be excused for this caninity, if Mr.. Bry- 


ant himself has been allowed to declare, without censure, that 


Koves signify Oi Legeis: though certainly the Hierarchy are in- 
finitely indebted to him for the discovery. Bryant's Mythgl. 
vol. i. p. 329, Ke. 


(2) The detelastey ofthis Hy teason 
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Hark, Jonxsox (r) smacks his lash, loud soundsthedin: 


Mounted in rear see STEEVENS M ſiſſier- iu, 


Rich : 


of my introducing it) called for my attention, as no treatises 
or farces, or whatever they may be, are more appealed to by 
the commentators than “ Greene's Art of Coney-catching 
* Greene's Ground-work of Coney-catching ; Greene's Defence of 
% Coney-catching; Greene's Disjintation between a He Coney- 
* Catcher and a She Coney-Catcher,”” As my poor library will 
not afford these valuable books, I profess myself still ignorant 
of this ancient art of Concy- catching, and therefore am by no 
means fit for a commentator ; yet the reader may perhaps 
think me fit for writing a, note or two upon these SN Ar- 
© pERS UP OF UNCONSIDERED TRIELES.” (Wint. Tale, A.4.5C, 
1.)—TI do not agree with Mr. Steevens that Coney- catching 
means the art of fucking frockets ; (see his note on the words 


« Silly Cheat,” vol. iv. p. 368, ed. 1778) except there is 


any pleasant allusion, by anticipation, to some late editions 


of Shakspeare. My poor Hoc teto cannot keep up with these 
riuiug demands upon them. Six Poux ps FiFTEEN SutL- 


' LinGs ! ! for the last edition of Shakspeare, and without any 


binding ! I cry you, mercy, my good Master Steevens; think 
of us foor poets. 


(r) SME Jounsox, L. L. D. The reader must know 
enough of this Huntsman, his green velvet cap, and brown 
brass-buttoned coat, and his churlish chiding of every hound 
that came near en &c. & c. at least it is not er Boswell's 


fault if he does not. 


This great man's comments on Shakspeare are never sul- 
lied and contaminated with minute explications of indecent 
Passages: 

He bears no token of those sable streams, 
But mounts far off among the swans of Thames. 


* 


ginning: 


tt I 


I 


Rich with the 2 of learning's Black domain, 

And guide supreme o'er all the tainted plain. 

Lo! first Melamprus (s) Farm deftly springs, 

(WaALTER-DE-MarPEzs(7)his sire,) the welkin rings: 
BE: +7 -; +: hoot 


In whatever Dr. Johnson undertook, it was his determined 
purpose to rectify the heart, to purify the ONT, to give 
45 dour to virtue and confidence to truth. 

+ Avro xa1 Oepanorre, We all must regret the loss of 
the chearſull, the pleasant, and inimitable Biographer. 

(s) Mclampus signifies a dog with black feet, He is supposed 
to have run over the town and county of Leicester, but never 
could be persuaded 72 give any account of it.F—This dog scented 
out the Learning of Shakspeare with true and original Sagacity, 
and absolutely aur kennelled it. This is his proper praise.——Mr, 
Steevens says, * Could @ per/e? and dceitive edition of Shaks- 
„ peare be produced, it were to be expected ov (though we 
„fear in vain) from the hand of Da. Fax MER, Whose More 
ce $ERIOUS AVOCATIONS forbid HIM to undertake what, &c. 
«© &c,” See Advert. by Mr. Steevens to Shakspeare, Edit. 
1793,. P. II. Such graviſy of compliments between two editors 
reminds me of what e calls, Tu Eugdnnren OF 


© Two Doc ApES. 


. (4): Halten de Mapes was the jovial archdeacon of Oxford, the 
Anacreon of the eleventh century. *©* 4 decent Priest, where 
&© monkies. were the gods,” and author of the divine ode, be- 


«© Mihi.sit propositum in taberna mori; 
Vinum sit appositum morientis ori, 

Ut dicant, cum venerint angelorùum chori, 
Deus ait propitius huic Potatori, &. 


+ TI lament that Dr. Farmer never published his intended His rox oF 
LF1ctsTER, I lament it, but I do not reprobate the Doctor, as he behzved 


in a gentlemanly manner when he declined prosecuting that work, which is 


a real loss to the antiquary and the lover of topography, 
PART I. 


(3 
StoutGLovctsTER(W)mark in Pamphagus(v)advance, 
Who never 500d aghast in yreechless trance; 260 
The sage [chnobates (ww) see TYRWUHITT limp ; 


MaroxE Hy/actor (x) bounds, a clear-voic'd imp; 


Nor 


() Stout Gloucester. — Warburton, Bishop of Gloucester. 


(r) Pamphagur—signifies a dog of a most voracious appetite, 
who snaps at, and devours every thing digestible or indigestible. 
They whg are acquainted with the Divine Legation, &c. &c. 
well know the nature of Warburton's literary appetite and the 
danger of hunting in the same field with him. With all his 
eccentricities this was a noble dog, and there is not one of the 
true breed left worthy of the progenitor, though there are a few 


mongrels. 
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(w) Ichnobates means a dog who tracks out the game before 
him. No one was more diligent than this dog, yet he fre- 
quently went upon a wrong «cent ; but would never suffer the 
huntsman to call him off, especially in the neighbourhood of 
Canterbury and Briſſol.— If I were again to metamorphose these 
hounds into men, I should lament the application of Mr. Tyr- 
whitt's learning and sagacity. * Hlum pro /iterato plerique 
& laudandum duxerunt, quum ille niit quibuidam anilibus 
& occupatus inter Milesias Punicas APULE11 suf et /udicra li- 

4 zeraria congenesceret.” (Vid. Julium Capitolinum in Vita 
Clodii Albini ad Constantium Augustum;) I will however 
say, as to my own part, Illum pro literato /audandum semper 
duxi, but with a re:erve as to the application of his learning. 
I wish this /chnobates had been a/i/ium SAgAX rerun. 


* . 


U 


(]) Hilactor means a dog with a clear and strong voice. One 
* think that /&1s dog was one of Canidia' 's breed, which 
called 


—_— 


Dives agris, dives positis in fœnore nummis, 


( 4 3 


Nor can I pass Lycizca MONTAGUE, ) 5 

Her yelp though feeble, and her sandals blue ; 
Asbolus (2) HAWKINS, a grim shaggy hound, 

In Music growls, and beats the bushes round; (a) 


H 2 : Then 


called from the sepulchre the actual remains of the dead to en- 
chant and stupify the living. This dog has been scratching up 


the earth about Doctors Commons, and has torn up all rhe Wills 
of the actors who lived in Shakspeare's time, and carried them 
in his mouth to the printer of a late edition of that author. 
But when I speak of rational men, it passes the bounds of all 
Sagacity to divine, by what species of refined absurdity the Wills 
and Testaments of Actors could be raked up and published to z/- 
lustrate Shakspeare. (See Malone's Shakspeare, vol. 11. p. 186, 
&c. &c. &c. and in the 2d vol. of the edit. of Shakspeare, in 
1793.) A critic for such an ingenious invention should be 
presented with the a/tum Saganæ caliendrum, which would not 
easily fall from his head, —But Mr. M. has redeemed this piece 
of folly by many valuable literary excellencies. 

O) See her Essay on Shakspeare, chiefly against the French 
critics, A very pretty Essay, and a great many very pretty 
things have been said about it, which I shall not contradict. 
is a verse which 
has always filled a house with sincere admirers, without any 
Aattery. N. B. I must observe for the information of posterity, 
that the meeting of the female Literate at Mrs. Montague's 
house in Portman Square, was stiled “ the Blue Stocking 
% Club | 

« Fortunata la Calxa azzurra e d oro, 
« Si grata a Febo, e al santo Aonio coro!“ 
| | Ariosto. 


(2) Aibolus signifies a dog of a swarthy complexion. 
(a) Beats the buches raund. Descriptive of Sir John Haw- 


kins's History of Music. 


3 


0 48) 


Then PorsoN view Nebro/thonos (6) the shrewd, (c) 
Vet foaming with th' Archdeacon's (4) critic blood ; 


(5) Nebropheonos signiſies a dog that slays the fawns and 

deer, and so in truth it is: | 

Archdeacons, rats, and such small deer, 

Have been D1cx's food for many a year. : 
And, as Lear says, I'll take a word with this same LEARNED , 
„% TREBAN.“ My learned Master Richard Porson ;—but he 
loves zo titles It would be better if he did, 

(c).—Mr. Malone says, the word shrewd means acute, or in- 
zelligent ; Mr. Steevens says, it is b/tzr or severe. Shakesp. 
Ed. 1793, vol. vi. p. 439. Reader, you way. chuse, or rather 
combine the terms. 

(4) The reader may be surprised to 04 any theological 
v ritings in this part; but Mr. Stee vens's ingenuity has con- 
trived to press Mr. Porson's letters to Mr. Archdeacon Travis 
into the tervice of Shakspeare; and by such ingenuity v or 
What may not be pres:ed into it? This is quite a sufficient ex- 
cuse for me, or rather a full justification of my allusion to 
them. See Tempest, vol. iii. p. 68, Steev. Edit. 1793, Mr. 
Otcevens stiles Mr. P. “an excellent schelar and a perapicacious 

critic;“ in which I most cordially agree. But, if I am rightly 
informed, he thanks neither Mr. Steevens, nor me, nor Dr, 
Parr, nor Dr. Burney the schoolmaster, nor any other Doctor 
or Mister in this country, for any opinion they may entertain 
or express of him or his works. He neither gives nor takes. 
I find the Archdeacon has re-published his work, and in my 
opinion has very wisely declined being d any more by Dics 
and the foul fiend © through fire, and through flame and 
Whirlpool, g'er bog and quagmire, and having knives laid 
„under his pillow.” But the Archdeacon has had the weak ness 
to print his work on a e- abe paper and bot-preczed. Had I 
been the Archdeacon, I should have been contented with the 
Bot. pressing by Mr. Pors0n—hot indeed, hie bot This 
controversy has no good end: learning is good, and theology 
is good ; but there is something better, H Aya. There is 

also 


— 


E 


In Theron's (e] form, mark RirSsox next contend, 


Fierce, meagre, pale, no commentator”s (F) friend: 


Tom W akTox last, Agriados (g) acute, 
With Labros PER (4) barks in close pursuit; 
Hot 


also a writer who says, Karaxavyaru EAEOY npiorws: Is 
it not so, Mr. Professor? 


(e) T. beron Signifies a dog of innate feracity, 


(Y Poor Tom Warton could have told a piteous tale, how his 


historic %% was punched full of deadly holes by this literary Ri- 
chard TIId.—Dr. Percy could make a lamentation or two in 
£ome ancient ditty, in a % or canto. Mr. Malone probably 
has felt a gripe rather strong. The antiquaries—bat they 
have Spoken for themse/ves.F The Antiquarian Society is 
amiable and harmless, and from what I have seen, their publi- 
cations resemble the subjects of them, Nexvwv AMENHNA 


Xa079% Who could wish to disturb such repose? 


(g) Agriodos signifies a dog with a sharp tooth. — I always 
regret che loss of Thomas Marton: in his various writings he is 
2musing, instructive, pleas ant, learned, and poetical. Tom 
Warton had rather a kindly affection for the jovial memory of 
Archdeacon Walter de Mapes of the 11th century, mentioned 
for his drinking ode in 4 former note. Mr. W. tells us, (with a 
warm panegyric) in his 2d Dissert. to the Hist. of E. P. that 
this divine Anacreon wrote also a Latin ode in favour of mar- 


ried priests, concluding with these spirired lines: 
Ecce 


Nam possunt vir 10 nigrum præf gere Tierq: Pers. Sat. 4. A beauti- 
ful phrase for b/ack-balling a man in any club or society. 
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„ 
Hot was the chace; ] left it out of breath; 


I wish'd not 20 be in at SHAKSPEARE's death. . 


 OCTAVIUS. 


Ecce ro Clericis multum allegavi ; 
228 Nec non pro Presbyteris multum comprobavi; 
| Pater noster pro me quoniam peccavi, 

Dicat quisque Presbyter cam qua Su Avi! 


I quote this for n own sake, guonian peccagdi, and am in- 
clined to hope that every Preslyter cum qua SUAYI, will be as 
kind to the author of this poem on THE PursviTts or LirE- 
RATURE, Requiescat! 


() Labres signifes a dog that opexs continually.— But I 
forget—Si quis dixerit Eriscoruu aligud inf mitate labo- 
rare, anathema esto.—Awnp thus I take my leave of the 
wHOLE black letter XExNELL, with all their wit, and all 
their follies, and all their merry humours ; and they may 
both now and hereafter, unawed by their great Hun!sman who 
is no more, and most probably unmolested by me, continue 
to bark and growl, and snap, and quarrel, and teaze one 
another, till there remains not a critical offal for which they 
may contend. Et welut absentem ceriatim AcrONA clament. 


() „ Hæe sar ERIT, Divæ, veswum cecinisse Poetam.” 
So said Virgil, and so says my friend OcTavius, to Whose 
judgment I submit, and write this note ix conclusion for the pre- 
zent, that I may offer and recommend to the consideration of 
all Poets, Orators, and Writers, sacred and profane, a sen- 

. dee 
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OCTAVIUS. 


Here yet awhile (7) these honest labours close, 


And leave indignant Genius to repose. 


tence from Swirr, which I could wish to see engraven in letters 
of gold as an everlasting admonition. It is this: © To say the 
truth, no part of knowledge seems to be in fever hands, 
than that of discerning WHEN TO HAVE DONE.” ?- 


END OF PART THE 'FIRST, 


r 


TEE PURSUITS OF LITERATURE. 
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PART I. 


